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agent/5 "enemy of free speech/* "destroyer of trial by jury " were among the more moderate epithets that filled the air from Republican lips; and "anarchist/5 "Frenchman/' "traitor/5 "foe of law and order/5 "hater of government55 were the milder of the counter-blasts from the Federalists, all this was too general, scattered, and ineffective to suit the leader of the Republican Party. Jefferson saw that the growing popular rage against the Alien and Sedition Laws must be gathered into one or two concentrated thunderbolts and thus hurled at the heads of the already quaking Federalists.
How to do it was the question to which Jefferson searched for an answer. It came from the bravest, most consistent, most unselfish, as well as one of the very ablest of Republicans, John Taylor "of Caroline/5 Virginia. In a letter to Jefferson concerning the Alien and Sedition Laws, this eminent and disinterested radical suggested that "the right of the State governments to expound the constitution might possibly be made the basis of a movement towards its amendment. If this is insufficient the people in state conventions are incontrovertibly the contracting parties and, possessing the infringing rights, may proceed by orderly steps to attain the object/51
So was planted in Jefferson's mind the philosophy of secession. In that fertile and receptive soil it grew with magic rapidity and bore fatal fruit. Within two months after he received Taylor5s letter, Jefferson wrote the historic resolutions which produced a situ-
1 Taylor to Jefferson, June 25, 1798; as quoted in Branch Histori~ cal Papers, ii, 225. See entire letter, ib., 271-76.